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R-VI Youth
Poetry/Art SlamWaynesville R-VI students will share 

what the “celebration of diversity” 
means to them during the first R-VI 
Youth Poetry/Art Slam from 6 to 8 p.m. 
Wednesday, Feb. 12, in the Lecture Hall 
at Waynesville High School.  

“To our knowledge, this is the first 
event that will gather our students of all 
ages – from elementary to high school 
– together in one place to celebrate our 
district’s diversity through the spoken 
word and artwork,” said Dr. Elizabeth 
Washington, chair of the Waynesville 
R-VI’s Diversity Committee. “We are 
excited for our elementary students to 
have this opportunity to share the stage 
with high school seniors and for our 
seniors to hear what our second and 
third graders have to say.”  

The public is invited to view the 
artwork starting at 6 p.m. in the hallway 

Youth Poetry/Art Slam is 
Wednesday, Feb. 12 

just outside the lecture hall 
where light refreshments 
will be served. Students 
will read their poetry and 
essays inside the lecture 
hall starting at 6:30 p.m. 
The students who will be 
performing are among those whose 
works were selected for inclusion in the 
publication, “Celebration of Diversity 
2020,” which will be distributed during 
the event. 

Elementary, middle and high school 
students composed diversity-themed 
writing and art projects during fall 
2019; each school then selected 
works to advance to the district level. 
At the district level, the final entries 
were selected for the “Celebration of 
Diversity” publication. 

“We will print extra copies of the 

‘Celebration of Diversity’ publication 
so that we can share it with our 
community,” said Dr. Brian Henry, 
superintendent. “We want local 
residents to have an opportunity to view 
the publication in local waiting rooms 
and area businesses and for visitors to 
our community to see that diversity is a 
strength of our district.” 

Anyone wanting copies of the 
“Celebration of Diversity 2020” may 
pick them up at the Waynesville R-VI 
Administration Building from Feb. 13-
28 or as long as supplies last. 

101 
days!
Finally!

Kindergartners at East Elementary 
and their teachers celebrated the 
101st day of school today, Feb. 7, 
2020, with a nod to “101 Dalmations.”



Local law enforcement officers helped kick off 2020 by 
visiting Waynesville R-VI students in East Elementary, 
Waynesville Sixth Grade Center, Waynesville Middle School 
and Waynesville High School. Military police are visiting 
schools located on Fort Leonard Wood. Waynesville 
schools are inviting local and military police to join them 
for lunch to help forge a stronger partnership between our 
students, staff and law enforcement officers. 

Dr. Brian Henry, superintendent of the Waynesville R-VI 
School District, praised Waynesville Career Center staff 
members during their Super Session on Friday, Jan. 31, for: 

• practical nursing students earning a 100% pass rate on 
their state exams for 2018-19, for Nursing Program Instructor 
Jenny Wiltfong receiving the “Outstanding Achievement in 
Practical Nursing Education” at the state level and Secretary 
Jamie Shelton receiving an award for “Outstanding Service to 
Missouri Health Science Education”

• John Smith receiving the Assistant Administrator of the 
Year Award from the Missouri Council of Career and Technical 
Administrators • Tim Wallace being recognized, along with his students, as 

good citizens by Waynesville Mayor Luge Hardman and for 
being nominated for the Chamber of Commerce’s Teacher of 
the Year 

• making a smooth transition in technology to Canvas and 
Mastery Connect

• developing and using a building-wide work readiness rubric
• Jon Rhoads continuing to increase FFA membership, 

fundraiser sales and overall participation in the Ag program
• Shane Strubbe, Tim Wallace, and all participating staff for 

planning the first annual Daddy-Daughter Dance
• Randy Roam, Clinton Jarrett, and particularly Alvin 

Hoffman for working on the concession stand at Waynesville 
Middle School

• Donna Groves and her students for designing and helping to 
install a sensory hallway at East Elementary

WCC staff members receive praise during Super Session 



Waynesville High School students 
in the Transitions Program are 
exploring their opportunities 
following graduation, including 
college. A WHS student recently 
toured the University of Central 
Missouri to learn more about 
its Thrive Program, which is 
for students with intellectual 
disabilities or other developmental 
delays who generally would be 
unable to attend a traditional 
academic program at the university 
level. These programs are 
becoming increasingly popular at 
the college level and allow students 
to experience what college is like 
while earning a certificate in the 
area of their choice. 

During East Elementary’s monthly PBS assemblies, students receive 
awards from special area teachers, as well as listen to speakers from a variety 
of career paths.  

Students have had the opportunity to hear Jon Dye speak about the culinary 
arts program at the Waynesville Career Center, and see his students prepare 
various types of food.  

In November,  students received a visit from an EMT and ambulance driver 
from the Pulaski County 911 Center. Students also learned about the National 
Guard and job assignments from Josh Wiltfong. 

This month, students learned about the job of a master electrician.  Don 
Pearce from Hook ‘em Up Electric spoke with students regarding the job 
of an electrician. Students learned about the requirements of being an 
electrician, as well as the tools needed to perform this job. They also viewed 
photos of some of his projects.  

After each assembly students enjoyed asking questions that helped them to 
better understand each of these career paths. 

Special area teachers hope these monthly assemblies will help students 
gain insight into what career they might want to explore in the future.  

East Elementary students learn about careers

Super drivers

In preparation for the Super Bowl 
54, the Waynesville R-VI School 
District celebrated its super 
drivers with a luncheon. 



Fourth graders 
in Linda 
Meckem’s 
class at 
Partridge 
Elementary 
traveled back 
in time to 1776 
this week as 
they put their 
knowledge 
of the 
Constitution 
to the ultimate 
test.  Students 
solved clues 
covering 
the Missouri 
government 
standards 
in order to 
unlock boxes 
and reveal 
hidden ink 
messages 
to save the 
Constitution!  
This project 
was made 
possible 
through 
funding from 
the Project 
Teach grant by 
Sellers Sexton.

Project 
Teach 
Grant in 
action

The Waynesville R-VI Athletics Office has announced the 
start dates for spring sports are as follows: 

•  High School: March 2
•  Middle School: March 2
All tryouts will begin on the first week of practices starting 

on the above dates. All student-athletes must have a physical on 
file to participate in tryouts/practices. Please go to https://www.
waynesville.k12.mo.us/Domain/1681 for more information on 
physicals, parent/student-athlete meeting, coach contacts, and 
more.

Spring sports are as follows at the high school: baseball, track 
B/G, girls soccer, boys tennis, boys golf, and at the middle 
school: track B/G, baseball and softball. 

Spring sports to start 

Districtwide 
Jeans day 
is Feb. 21 



Sharon Thompson, the manager at Mobil on the Run 
presented a check today, Feb. 7 2020, in the amount of 
$500 as a donation to East Elementary, surprising Principal 
Renee Hays. 

Third grade students  at Partridge Elementary 
recently took advantage of the cold weather to use their 
knowledge of matter and apply it to a hot chocolate 
and marshmallows experiment.  Students initially 
made observations of the ingredients to determine the 
characteristics of each item. They then determined 
each ingredient’s current state of matter. Once the hot 
chocolate was heated, the students made their predictions 
of what would happen to the marshmallow as a result of 
the temperature change.  Marshmallow observations were 
made after 1 minute and 5 minutes. Students then made 
their final observations and conclusions before being able 
to enjoy their warm, winter matter drink. 

The Scientific Process: 
A Sweet Experiment

Angela Houf and Robin 
Woolsey presented a 
lesson to students at 
the Waynesville Sixth 
Grade Center about 
the importance of Dr. 
Martin Luther King 
Jr., the week of Jan. 
16. Students learned 
about King’s message 
of treating others with 
kindness, respect and 
equality. After the lesson, 
students designed a 
picture or message that 
they then painted on rocks for the WSGC rock garden. The 
“kindness rocks” were placed outside of the WSGC for 
everyone to see. It was a great way for students to reflect 
on the importance of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. and show 
what they have learned by creating their own message of 
kindness.

6th graders rock 
their MLK Jr. lesson


